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Welcome to Amelia Trust Farm

The Amelia Trust is a working farm set on 160 acres of countryside in the beautiful Vale of Glamorgan. Visitors are invited to see, hear and smell a working farm, which is providing an alternative education for vulnerable and disadvantaged young people working with skilled staff and volunteers. The many other people that make up the daily community on the farm include volunteers, adults with learning difficulties on work placements and members of the public enjoying the wonders of nature which offer a calming and therapeutic environment. It is a fantastic recipe that makes the Amelia Trust an amazing place to be.
Background to the Amelia Trust

The Amelia Trust farm was created in 1991 when a local philanthropic couple bought the farm at Whitton Rosser and donated it to the Amelia Methodist Trust.  It has since become a highly respected charity in the heart of the Vale of Glamorgan.  Its work is based around supporting disadvantaged people giving them a positive focus in their lives.

The Trust is a working farm and so is open 365 days a year, from sunrise to sunset. Our main work is with vunerable and disadvantaged young people, we believe in the human spirit and know that with support, care and respect these young people can experience positive changes in their lives.

The Trust ensures a high quality of service for our users. The core activities are organised so that young people especially, are able to participate in, learn about, plan, develop and enjoy the different opportunities which are available.  These opportunities include; pottery, art and craft, life skills,  conservation, sport, music, computer design, animal care as well as the normal farm work.  This allows young people and others to find something that they enjoy, can succeed in and build up their confidence, self esteem and social skills.  Accreditation via OCNs and the Duke of Edinburgh award allows the young people and the outside world to acknowledge and appreciate the efforts that they put in.  
The farm owes much of its success to the way it is organised and run.  We have always tried to maintain a delicate balance of people from all walks of life on the farm.  We host learning disability projects and specialist projects for young people with Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties (EBD). We are also open to the public, entertain numerous school visits, run international workcamps and work alongside a large number of committed volunteers.  All of these different groups make up site that provides a holistic support network where everyone has their own niche.

The other major partners on site are as follow: Key Stage 3&4 Pupil Referral Units (3 classroom based units run by the Vale of Glamorgan County Council), Positive Images (Community Co-operative Business for people with learning difficulties) and Field Days (horticultural and catering training for people with learning difficulties). 

Numbers of people involved

Staff employed by the Trust:





14
Staff working at the Trust employed by other agencies:


19
Young people (individuals referred to the Trust per day):

18
Young people (referred to Keys Stage 3&4 per day):


30

Adults with learning difficulties (referred to trust, 

Positive Images and Field Days per day:



12 

Volunteers (active in which ever form):




200


University Placements per annum




6
School children on education visits per annum approx:


3,000 

General visitors (public) per annum approx:



30,000

General Information
Site Opening Hours

The Amelia Trust Farm is open daily from dawn until dusk, 365 days a year. 

Visitor Centre Opening Hours

Monday to Friday 
10:00 – 15:30

Saturday

10:30 – 16:00

Sunday


14:00 – 16:00

Cost of Admission

As a charity wishing to encourage people to access the countryside, we do not charge individual members of the public entry to the farm. However, we do not receive any core funding so we encourage visitors to leave a donation to help us manage and maintain the facilities.

How to keep yourself and the animal’s safe on a working farm

· Do not touch the animals.

· Do not feed any animals or poultry:

· It has been illegal to feed catering waste to farmed animals in the UK since 2001 and the whole of the European Union since 2003. The law is to help prevent outbreaks of foot and mouth and other animal diseases. 
· Do not allow the animals or birds to eat your food. Human food may contain a lot of fats and salts, which are unhealthy for animals and birds and may lead to their death.
· Each animal on the farm is fed daily and is on a specific diet.

· Even feeding animals grass by hand can make animals aggressive to all humans as they look for food. 

· Do not enter where there is livestock, unless stated otherwise. 

· Access will frequently change to certain areas due to work commitments. Please follow any instructional signs. 

· Do not climb walls, gates or fences. 

· Responsible adults should discourage visitors from eating near animals.
· Please ensure you wash your hands with soap and water. There are numerous sinks around the yard, hot water and hand drying facilities are available in the Toilet Block. Sanitising hand gels are not a substitute for thorough handwashing with soap, but can be used after handwashing.  

· Dogs are welcome to site on a lead. 

· Pregnant visitors - we offer our congratulations but please remember to avoid contact with the farm sheep, goats, rabbits and cats. 
The Volunteer Application Process

Any current volunteering vacancies will be advertised through the local Volunteer Bureau and via the Amelia Trust Website (www.ameliatrust.org.uk)

Applications for these vacancies to be submitted via an application form to 

The Administrator, Amelia Trust Farm, Five Mile Lane, Barry, Vale of Glam, CF62 3AS

Short listed applicants will be invited to the farm for an informal interview

Successful applicants will be required to complete a Criminal Records Bureau Check.

On successful completion of the above process, a start date will be set to include an induction.

Regrettably we are currently unable to accept applications from people under the age of 21.
Volunteers don’t  get paid

not because they are worthless

but because they are priceless

How to find us

From Cardiff/Culverhouse Cross

Follow the A48 towards Cowbridge – the road from Culverhouse Cross goes up the hill between Marks and Spencer and McDonalds. You’ll go through a village called St. Nicholas, as you leave the village you’ll see a golf course on the right and then a turning to the left signposted for Cardiff Airport. Take this left turn (Five Mile Lane, A4226) and we are on the right after approx 1 ¼ miles. As you go into the 40mph zone, we are at the top of the hill.

From Bridgend/Cowbridge

Follow the A48 towards Cardiff. You’ll go through a village called Bonvilston, as you leave the village there is a right turn filter lane signposted for Cardiff Airport. Take this right turn (Five Mile Lane, A4226) and we are on the right after approx 1 ¼ miles. As you go into the 40mph zone, we are at the top of the hill.

From Penarth/Barry

Follow Port Road East and then Port Road West (you’ll pass a fire station on your right) until you come to a roundabout with a petrol station (Co-operative) on the left hand side. Take the third exit (Five Mile Lane, A4226) signposted Duffryn and follow this road for approx 3 miles. The farm is the second drive on the left hand side AFTER the Walterston turning. If you get as far as the National Speed Limit signs, you’ve gone too far.

From Llantwit Major/Rhoose

Follow the A4226 until you pass the Cwm Ciddy Inn on the right hand side. At the next roundabout, take the first exit (Five Mile Lane, A4226) signposted Duffryn and follow this road for approx 3 miles. The farm is the second drive on the left hand side AFTER the Walterston turning. If you get as far as the National Speed Limit signs, you’ve gone too far.
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	Application for the Volunteer Role Of:


	Office Ref:

	The first section is intended to provide information which we will need in order to contact you for interview etc., it will be detached from the rest of your application for short listing.  It is, therefore, important that your name does not appear anywhere on your application except on this first sheet. This section will be kept for the monitoring of equal opportunities within the organisation


	Surname:


	First Name(s):

	Address:
	Telephone Numbers

	
	Home:

	
	Work:

	
	Mobile:

	Post Code:
	Date of Birth:
                     ____ / ____ / ________

	E-mail Address:


	Declaration:

I hereby declare that the statements contained in this application are true to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that any deliberate mis-statement could affect my volunteer application
I agree to abide by the Health and Safety Working Practices of the Amelia Trust Farm.
Signature: _________________________________ Date: ____/____/20____


	For Office Use Only:

	Post

	Date Received
	Manager
	Shortlist
Y / N



	Interview Date
	Interview Outcome
Y / N


	CRB Applied
	Start Date
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	Application for the Volunteer Role Of:


	Office Ref:


	EDUCATION – Please give details of any examinations/qualifications gained with the name of the body issuing the organisation and the date awarded.

	Exam/Qualification
	Issuing Body
	Grade
	Date Awarded

	
	
	
	

	Please give details of any other relevant qualifications/memberships of professional bodies:



	Do you hold a current driving licence?

YES / NO
	Do you have an entitlement to drive tractors on your licence?

YES / NO
	Do you have your own transport to get to and from the farm?
YES / NO
	Do you speak Welsh?

YES / NO


	WORK HISTORY – Please give details of your work/volunteering history beginning with your current/most recent roles.

	Date Employed
	Employers Name and Address
	Job Title and description of duties

	
	
	


	Please provide names and addresses of two people, from whom we may request a reference.

	1) Name:
	2) Name:

	Organisation:
	Organisation:

	Address:
	Address:

	Post Code:
	Post Code:

	E-mail Address:


	E-mail Address:



	Telephone No.:
	Telephone No.:

	Capacity in which referee is known:
	Capacity in which referee is known:

	Would you be happy for us to approach referees before interview? YES / NO


	Please describe any knowledge, skills, abilities and relevant experience that you will bring to the Amelia Trust in your volunteering role.



	Days Available to Volunteer


	Times Available to Volunteer




Please feel free to add additional sheets if required.
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